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From Chinese Calligraphy to Thu Phap: A
Comparative Study of Script Arts in China and
Vietnam
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Abstract: This paper provides a concise comparison between the artistic traditions
of writing in China and Vietnam—Chinese Calligraphy and Vietnamese Calligraphy.
Chinese Calligraphy boasts a long history, diverse script styles, and emphasizes both
technical standards and philosophical depth. Vietnamese Calligraphy developed from
Chinese characters, incorporates Nom Script and the Latin-based National Language
Script, forming a distinct national style. Both traditions are influenced by Confucianism,
yet Chinese Calligraphy places greater emphasis on expressing the philosophical ideal
of the “unity of heaven and humanity” . In contrast, Vietnamese Calligraphy integrates
elements of local Vietnamese religious beliefs and folk culture, exhibiting stronger folk
and ritual characteristics. In terms of artistic expression, Chinese Calligraphy prioritizes
rigorous brush techniques and harmonious composition, while Vietnamese Calligraphy
demonstrates more flexible forms, combining decorative appeal with a modern
sensibility. This study aims to promote cultural exchange and innovation between the
calligraphic arts of both countries.

Keywords: Chinese Calligraphy, Thu Phap (Vietnamese Calligraphy), China-
Vietnam Cultural Exchange
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